Hydrochlorothiazide-induced pulmonary edema. Report of a case and review of the literature.
Immediately following the initial ingestion of hydrochlorothiazide, acute pulmonary edema developed in a patient who previously used bendroflumethiazide. Unlike previously published reports, we studied the patient from immunologic and pulmonary function aspects. Using standard techniques, no significant immunological mechanisms could be demonstrated. The pulmonary function testing disclosed a widened alveolar-arterial oxygen gradient and mildly decreased diffusing capacity that cleared on serial testing. We believe that this demonstrates a rare idiosyncratic reaction that apparently is seen specifically with hydrochlorothiazide and not with other thiazide medications.